1943 From bound volume, “The Acts and Proceedings of the Sixty-Ninth General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.” Held in Hamilton, Ont., June 2-10,
1943

“The General Board of Missions, Home and Foreign”
Section “Home Mission Reports, Reports of Synodical Missionaries”

Sub-section “Northern Ontario and Manitoba”, report submitted by W. M. MacKay. Photo-
copied p. 16-17, for its view of the role of the Presbyterian Church.

*

Section from “Chinese Work in Canada.” Photo-copied p.23. Report submitted by David
Smith. [Mentions home visitations and a Vancouver class for white women married to
Chinese]
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i istriet; finitely interested
ing back to the Kenilworth district; the peol?le are de t
in thf?\v:;)ec‘;??%hurch closer than St. Enoch’s, but their attitude is that ¢ men w.orlzmg
‘on ghifta’’ keepa both men and women too busy to sttend church, I feel th1‘a ;{s 1-u:
to a creat extent; and I know that many of these men Wor_k seven days a “el:: (not
on shgiﬂ‘.s) but n’mny use this fact of men working on shifts as an excuse 110; x:]o
bothering ’about spiritunl privileges and c;bliga,l;icmsl.11 One wm;m;b\;:ﬁ i;;?u vglam-r;-l (i::
i it 3 id, ¢‘Well, a now Presbyter
d whose hushand is not on shift work, said, . : :
::rel;r needed down here. I’ wateh and see how you get along.’” She is unique, I
am thankful to say. . y
In February, 1943, with & Presbyterian Student in «.:harge, we have just g;m
holding an adult, gervics, with a Junier congregation which leaves at half time :[11'
differont classes, Those who have attended were very plensed to hove o service u
were quite hopeful that a church wounld grow out of it.
With God’s blessing, I, too, believe that o chureh will grow,

RoBERTA K. SMITH, -
Deaconess.

NORTHERN ONTARIO AND MANITOBA

The record of the year 1942 began with Timmins, In Noyember of the pras:ﬁing
ear this new congregation became vacant znd our Presbyterian peo;qe had this a{)n
fna.ny other things to discourage them. War conditions had ttllken a gonmdera{lblgnléu:;g t::
i i w1, an
men away, and the constant threat of the miues elosing down,
::fmiﬁ';: if our fa.nfliiies moving away, added to newAm:ld hea‘gl t:.x:ﬁlm_n gp;ir; utll:;)::. tvlwfl];;
i i i he people. And to a 0 their di
remained, all combined to dlsh?a.rt'en the p } 0 e o
hurch home, and the likelihood of not securing a perimtt A
}fl::'l lti(:‘az ;;a.rs they’had been compelled to meet in a very u_nsu.txsfactory hall, and for
one hour on Sunday evenings omly, with no week-night prmlege.l . fion 1 aid
i i i arge, whiic
Lo situstion wes such that I felt it my duty to take personal eh
for ::);emﬂ:e months until the appointment of the Rev. George Aitken, Th.D., was
red. This was late in May. N .
= During these five months I made more than 200 pastoral visits, halq thirty-five
church meatings of various kinds in the Embassy, (this wa:l t];fa ::m:ndg1:§: E}G r(:lu':
ivi i t of Baptism several tim |
living quarters) dispensed the Boerament ! : sl ool
i i infant haptism six, and into the membership g
e e mor e i f i all overhead expenses, raised
fi onths, the congregation affer meeting all o b
gf(;.ﬂ El(;ea 1:131:.111 in tl"Leir Sabbath offerings for the building fund of the proposed mew
chureh. . )
i i i i happy one, and this
intment of Dr. Aitken is proving fo have been 2
can rlla‘ilea:Ptl;:;ly said regarding Mra. Alitken, and though the fight for a gov;rgtmeng
permit to build had to be carried to Ottawsa, by the courageous and united efforts o

all, the permit was secured, and it should be here noted that the thanke of our church’
L4

are due to Mr. Louis Bradette, the foderal Rom:_a.n'Catholic.Frenc-.lL member of Parlia-
ment, for his untiring eftorts in securing our building permit. - s
The new church is twenty-six feet by seventy-two feet and of gothic rustu; (:;slgl:’e
and will seat three hundred. Tt has o ten toot basement, .clea.r of po:’tla, da_. ﬂ(i}: By
game floor space as the main floor. Througl?out 1tT91.:.l, a}lmt:;:; ?;wgc‘xvm%:maopz neg o .i
i r rapid succession. e chur d an
gzgiciﬁd(ﬂi;t; a:li‘:'.l:nit?%}.?dicstli)on we have a Presb.yte.nrian Church in every cxtyt;
Northern "Ontario, and with other new churches and mission houses, will have, in.ves
interests, some two hundred and sixty thousand dollars.

i i igi the Presbyteriés of Braundon;

tween times during these months, I VlSlth' ; ‘
Wmnlgle:‘e gzparior Algoma, and Nerth Bay and Temiskaming, as well ea the._;g;}ud
meetin (;f Toronto, and Kingston and the meeting of the General Board of Mi " ns.
In Jmfé T attended the General Assembly, and in September the Presbytery mestings

¢
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_of North Bay and Temiskaming, and Algoma. In late September, after attending
Board Execotive, I visited the Prairie Bynods of Manitoba, Saskatehewsn and Albe.
returping in November. On my veturn I pointed out the dire need for ministers I foun
in the West, and most of December was takon in securing men to fill some of the most
needy fields, Some eight appointments were earried out.

During my visits to the Prairvie Synods I reecived a very warm welcome, and I felt
“that my humble efforts were apprecinted. Our ministors are doing yeoman service and
are courageously carrying on against tremendons odds. I found them labouring in the
firm heliet that what is ‘‘man’s extremity is Geod’s opportunity,’’ and, ‘‘theirs not to
reason why, theirs but to do and try.’”” The fact now obvious to all is, that we have
not enough employable ministers, and that ander present conditions, there will not be
nnd can never be, until we shall cease our appensement policies, our peace-at-any-price

i

policies, and fearlessly and courngecusly face and rectify the ceuses which we kno'.\f'

are clogging the wheels of progress and peace, and even threatening the existence of
our Church. T firmly helieve, even at this late date, that if we would publicly discuss
and re-affirm even the few outstanding standurds of our Presbyterian Faith, and
demand that these be clearly and positively taught in our colleges, we would go forth
a8 o Captholic Confessional Church, which would sweep our Country from ocean to
ocean and on into all lands beyond the seas. If these doctrines, peculiar to our Presby-
terian Faith are not to be taught and carried into effect, I see uo reason for the
existence of our Presbyterian Church in Canada. It is my considered judgment that
there are more nnchurched communities and more non-chureh-going Protestant families
in Canada, in propertion to our population than at any time in the history of Canada.
The liberal schools of theological thinking haye produced sc-ealled churches, which
appeal to vast numbers as little more than elaborate and richly adorned and glorified
Bervice Clubs, Take the social appeal out of our young people’s work and little would
be left. The content of our Sehbath Sclools with its general set-up leaves our young
and rising generation with little or no understanding of what our Chureh stands for,
nor what our Standards of Faith really are. The tragedy is, that if any voice is raised
in suppert of those Standards of Faith which gave Presbyterianism to the world, and
furnished it with motive power to go through decades of martyrdom, to become the
largest missionary and cenfessional church of the world, that voice is at once labelled
as the voice of pessimism and narrow-mindedness, Liberal humanism is on the throne.
Man is divine enmough to save himself and the Deity of Christ is a worn-out theory.
Man is not by nature totally depraved; all he needs is brotherly kindness to fan the

divinity he possesses by nature, and make him a fit' candidate for the KXingdom of God
and s worthwhile citizen of our social order,

In my hurried visit through the Prairie Synods, I eould not help feeling that I
was not alone as a single voice erying in the wilderness. Many of my brethren I am
sure felt the same way. Dr. Stevens of eighty-five summers was the lone ordained
ministerial voiee in the whole Peace River Preshytery. Many others both young and
old were serving with splendid fidelity in parishes far apart, the one from the other.
This can be said of the many Deaconcsses who alse took part in the Synod meetings
with their records of sacrificinl achievements., And as I looked over the Synod meetings
and thomght of the boundless stretches of inhabited regions, unchurched areas and
vacant charges and others approaching extinetion, I thought of the disciple who said
to the Master ¢ What are these among so vast & multitnde’’, I also thought of that
vast new aren stretehing on through the Pence River country and beyond, until I became
lost in the vision of tliose unexplored depths of Conadian wildernesses fabulously rich
in agrieultural and mineral products, lumber and furs, and as I visualized the All

‘Canadian Highway already completed, I was reminded of the voice of Divine Prophesy.

It, too, was a voice in the wilderness, ‘‘The voice of Him who ecrieth in the wilder-
ness, ‘Prepare ye. the way of the Lord. Male straight in the desert s highway for
our God’.’% -Ours now is the day of preparation. We are losing battles but it is still

- pura;to win.the war if we are true to our Commission, And so the year came to a el

Ag iy shall be my last report may I be permitted to survey briefly the



There were several changes in our Mission Staff during the year. In September,
Miss Agnes Dickson, after several years-of faithful service in China and Canada, re-
tired from the work. Her place was taken in Montreal by Miss Alma Burdick, lately
of Formosa, and recently of Winnipeg. Becanse of the need of a full time Chinese
woman worker, Mrs, G. P. Lounie, who served our church so faithfully, both in Vietoria
and Vancouver, was also appointed to Montreal, Again, owing to the death of Rev.
Ma Wou, Rev. K. H. Yeung was transferred, in October, from Vaneouver to Toronto.
This left our Vancouver Mission without a minister. We were fortunate however, in
sacuring the temporary preaching services of Mr. F. Y. Louie our Chinese temcher
there. He, togother with one or two of the mission members, is carrying on. Owing
to the need for more help among the women and children in Vancouver, Miss Taubel
Bennett, who for many years has rendered valuable voluntary service in our Mission
was appointed for half-time work,

Changes in Victoria also took place. Miss Ruth Heighton, recently of Formosa,
after less than a year’s service, decided to go into training as a nurse. To fill this
vacaney, Miss Gertrude Seott, who because of extra home duties had to give up the
work a year ago, was reappointed,

Altogether we have 16 workers in the field—9 of whom are Chinese, These, to-
gother with the fine group of leyal voluntary workers agsisting us throughout the land,
and without whose help we could not begin to overtake the work, constitute our staff,

Mention should be made of the death of Mr., Thomas Wallace, who, as assessor
elder, helped our work for over twenty years in Vancouver. He proved himself a most
sympathetic friend of the Chinese. Men such as these, when they go, are greatly
missed, and withont their consecrated assistance we would not prosper helf so well.

There are a number of interesting items comnected with the work during the year
that should here be noted. In Vaneouver we ordained our second Chinese oldar, Mr.
Dick Woo. Our first was ordained four years ago. This ordination is of particular
interest, since Mr. Woo is a produet of our Mission. He is n young man, and a
graduate of the University of Dritish Colnmbia, and has in mind the work of the
Ministry in China. This is how he puts his call, *'I owe a debt to God, therefore I
must go and serve Him there.’’ At present he is Superintendent of the Sunday School,
and is helping us with the preaching services,

In Victoria the 50th anuiversury of the opening of the Mission was celebrated in
May, the Presbytery of Vietoria being in charge. Congratulations and grestings were
read from different Chinese organizations all over Canada and the United States, while
the Moderator of the Bymod brought greetings from the Church. In honour of the
event extensive repaira to the Church were made, and new rooms added to accommodate
the work, The Chinese raised over $2,500. tq meet this need. The Church property is
now in excellent order, with new floors, cement stairs and walks, as well as new furnace,
pews and lighting system, The whole exemplifies a growing pride in their Church, and
certainly goes far to promote the spirit of worship. The Victoria Chinese Church is g
worthy illustration of the progress of the work, and justifies the faith that founded it.

The marriage of Rev, Paul Chan, our Chinese minister in Montreal must also be
specially noted. It took plaee in Ottawa and created widespread interest, Knox Pres-
byterian Church there was filled to capacity. The Chinese Minister to Canada, as well
as members of the Eegation attended the wedding ceremony. Mrs. Chan, and her
sister graduated in Arts from MeGill University last Snmmer, and have boen teaching
in our Montreal Chinese Sundny School during the past three years,

One of the most interesting phases of onr work last year was the new place in
our Canadian life given fo our Canadian born Chinese young mes and women. Al
over the country we fid them in war work of every kind. We find them in the
Canadian army, Three Chinese have received commissions, and others are in fraining.
This attitude on the part of our eountry is vastly different from what it has been
in the past, and is certuinly weleomed by our Chinese residents, A great many young
men and wemen are also occupying positions of trust in our National Civil Service at
Ottawn. This is important. Most of these young people are the product of our
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ssions, having been rajsed in our kinder

I : y ! gartens and Sunda 8chools, Thj ining
in leadership will mean mueh for the future of our Missionywork, both h;:et]:::;ll;g

China; and we have in the Ottawa Chi ismi
| ‘ inese Mission tods; i
the finest groups of Christian Young people to be found ag)’m'rlhsa:e result of this, one of

‘Another encouraging feature of the work dur
t uri t!
of.severa.l new organizations. At Montreal i:]u'erenﬁﬁawlr1 groups mere fommeiopment

il

is therefore rounding out into full and fruitfu] activity,

ot ifl;tT\z::::;wzr # clnss for white women martied to Chinese, similar to that earried
e Cyonto, 24 ba.on sturted. The need for such g group has been felt for some
Ohin,e i ngt:a us important contacfts, especially with the children, The Young

omen’s Auxiliaries, comprising mostly yourg mothers, have, in Victoria,

Vanr_:ouver,l and Toronto, been making marked headway. Thesa lutter groups are ex-

ducted their own Day of Prayer meeting,

o AARt. ;.’he ggciﬁc Cozst, because of prevailing war eonditions, and the consequent 'ma'd
o .t. - hu'st Al:i, and Emergency instruction, our workers have made many new
mrv;,ce Bb;nth:h%’ Chinese peé)lll)la. The theme text adopted ag a war slogan in this ARP

ancouver Chinese women is thiz:— ¢/ Be not afraid, only believe,’’
These are words which hayve tome to mean much to them under the constant thfea.t of ?;r

- g;z l:;ga:;zggfagf opjjtwtgrk Whittlzh llms been receiving specinl attention recently
> visitation Qv the homes, Visiting, of eour has sl
done, but recently has received extrg i is how one of oar GHe ) oo
attention. Here is how one of Chi
workers puts it. ‘‘Tegchin i ual porsony of o
1 . ! g the gospel in the homes to the individual
Chinese household ig of i i i down i good Chimre
1 great importance. It gives time to sit down in good Chi
" nce. inese
::s;xl:nc;l;g rég:tw:c(}:;s‘.::t:ed, a,nd]explam Bible and doctrinal difficulties togthe parents
m our classes, Tt bears fruit in understanding and inf
gﬁgml}llel::d tg c.liea.r Sa:;ayl 'a natural diffidence mﬁong grown-ups a.bgt-mt comi:ll;m:;
A unday ool.”’ The Vieioria Chinese W.M.8. memb i
of visiting the homes, and made 99 calls duri 0z, ihys extonding oy ree
¢ ' T ing the year, thus extending their TOU
gﬂ;gnce. .80 éven i ordinary friendly convarsationg ’Ghrist is ta.ug-gl;t Ghr?stiag
nildenee is established, and new Mission opportunities opened up, '

This visiting in the homes has i
; . practically grown out of our dajl d

;ﬁiﬁ: ‘gtgltge ehxldrenYat Kindergartens, Mission “Bands, Sunday Scﬁma(ﬁ, Cv}ﬁ:!e{la{

oA e 8TOUDS, Young People’s Societies, Seouts Cubs, B T g1
Bush, and other Clubs Throu i i ) Lk the parenty. +ipn

: E gh the children we, ultimate]
Ftoﬁ téunkt]im wou;d over have nccepted Jesus’’ sa.id’ & young %hil:::: “t'hﬂ e
It had not been for the training I got in the Kinder

; garten. We surely learned i

there,’” Qur Kindergurtens and Chinese Schools in Montreal ’I‘org;to ;.1111‘:1 ;‘;I;l:thmg

are still the most important stt_spping stones to our Sunday Sehool, and eventually to

their early Christian training j
i C : g in theso departments, are, as the row u ing i
zﬁgmg rc;l::.t;ﬁnsgg with G}J:esus Christ, - Moreover, ;'.he }’mrenta )s;.rg Now I};’ri‘:fgmilllllgl'gt;ll:agg
dren ¢ Mission Churches, of their own accord. They are beginni i
3 a 0 : nln
Church value, There is a decided difference in attitude and iiterest. g1111:1l thag pt:atrigzlzlz

baptisms have always ontnumbered th i i i
is Qotnitely wa o ose of children, Now child and infant baptism

It was hoped that by this time the purchase of the Torontg Y.M.C.IL, as recom-

‘mended by the Mission Board, and agreed to by Toronto Presbytery, would have been

tomplated. The negotiations with the Chinesa
] S8 owners were begun early in the vear.
](l)u woﬂg-k in Toromto, becauae_of our lack of a Church-controlled buildin)é of our );wn
a8 suffered somewhat by being too scattered. Good work has been done'however}
?




